______________ School District
Travel/Study Abroad — in Peru
Summer 2004 Program Proposal & Description
Submitted by __________________


Trip leader and past experience

The participants will travel to Cusco, Peru with Michael Dolan, Spanish instructor at _____________ School and Innovative Immersion Tour Programs, from Sacramento, California. Both Mr Dolan and a tour leader from II TOURS will be escorting the group to Peru.  II TOURS has organized and led other Spanish immersion programs for various local schools, including California State University, American River College, Churchill Middle School, Webber Academy and others. 
Dates for the program
June 15-29, 2004  


Projected cost to trip participants
$2500 plus approx.  $300 spending money. 


Direct/indirect program costs 

No cost to the District because Group Leaders do this on their own time. 

The travel site

Cusco is the former capital of the Incan empire and has a large concentration of interesting and educational cultural sites, including museums, galleries and archaeological sites. 

The Spanish Immersion Program

Participants will be given the option of a study program that includes Spanish classes and living with host families. 
Host families

The host families will provide breakfast, lunch, dinner, and do their laundry. We chose this living situation so that the participants can have a true immersion experience, living day-to-day the culture and practicing Spanish on a daily basis. We recommend only one student from our group to be placed at each home in order to maximize the immersion experience. Students will be given a questionnaire that will be used to match them with families from a list of about 50 available families. II TOURS has used all of these families in the past. In addition, these families are carefully selected and monitored by the Excel Language School in Cusco. The school regularly places foreign students in these homes.
Classes

The students will study 4 hours daily from Monday through Friday (except on the day of the Festival, when the school is closed) at the Excel Language School. The total number of Spanish hours will be 16. These hours include 10 hours of grammar, as well as 6 hours of conversation classes. The classes emphasize practice in the language and incorporate cultural lessons into the lesson plans. In addition, there will be another 20 hours of guided cultural excursions offered after class. 

This school has an international reputation and their teachers are native university-trained professors. Another great advantage is that the classes never have more than 6 students per teacher. This gives the students the opportunity for optimum practice. 
Faculty Qualifications
Native university trained professors with B.A. and M.A. in teaching Spanish as a Second Language. They have met all the qualifications from the Minister of Education in Peru. 
Curriculum
There are five levels of curriculum; basic beginning, two levels of intermediate & advanced. 


Class schedule
The Classes meet for four hours, from 9:00 p.m. — 12:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. This class is followed by an afternoon cultural activity, such as a visit to a museum or cathedral, etc.  


Cultural Activities and Excursions

The program also includes cultural excursions. First, we will have a guided weekend excursion to Machu Picchu, the archaeological site of the Incan empire. We will be able to understand the importance of this site to the Incans. 
In addition, we will be in Cusco for the Festival to the Sun (Inti Raymi.) This festival has been practiced since Incan times and offers visitors a glimpse into the cultural practices and traditional outfits of this civilization. The ceremony is conducted in their native language, Quechua, and takes place at another famous site of the Incans, the ruins of Sacsayqaman. 
Finally, we will visit the area of Lake Titicaca, where the descendants of the Incans still live on floating islands. 
In addition, there are daily cultural activities that are also included in the program. These cultural excursions will be offered in both Spanish (for more advanced students) and a combination of Spanish and English (for beginners.) These cultural activity hours are in addition to the hours previously mentioned and are estimated to be about 20 more hours of cultural exposure. These include visits to the Inka Museum, ancient Incan archaeological sites, the Temple of the Sun, the Museum of Religious Art and many others. All the tours are led by professional guides.
Student Evaluation
St the beginning of the program, each student will be tested by the school to be placed at the correct level. Students at the school all receive a transcript that lists the hours of class they received and the level of class they were in. In addition, attendance will be taken at each activity.

Benefits

They have the unique opportunity to experience the language and the culture first—hand. The student comes back with a different concept of foreign culture and a different appreciation for his/her own culture. The student comes back with a better understanding of one of the most important ancient civilizations in the world. Finally, their Spanish will improve greatly, since they will have had very intensive Spanish classes and daily exposure to the language in their homestays, classes, cultural activities and daily living while in Peru. 

Insurance & Liability

II Tours carries a one million dollar liability insurance policy. We also offer an optional trip cancellation and medical/baggage/accident insurance policy that participants can purchase for approx. $40 more. We require that all participants have proof of medical insurance coverage. In addition, all trip participants sign waivers about the risks of the trip.

