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ARC COSTA RICA TRIP: JUNE 11-JULY 1, 2009
WITH EXTENSION TO NICARAGUA FROM JUNE 28-JULY 1:

PRICE FOR 4 NIGHT EXTENSION IS $399 PER PERSON IN TRIPLES. 
*BASED ON A MINIMUM OF 10 PASSENGERS.

ABOUT GRANADA, NICARAGUA:
Nicaragua, the biggest country in Central America, is located to the North of Costa Rica. With a rich history and culture, Nicaragua has so much to offer. With fewer tourists than neighboring Costa Rica, you can experience the lively culture of a country that has kept many of its traditions alive. The city of Granada was founded in Xalteva (Jalteva) ,next to the Grand Lake of Nicaragua, by the Spanish conqueror Francisco Hernandez de Cordoba in 1524, constituting one of the oldest colonial settlements of all of Central America. Francisco named Granada after his home in Spain. Poets and journalists named Granada the city "Sirena" (siren), because in reality it consists of two opposite parts: one urban and one with an open view over the lake Cocibolca. During the Colonial period, Granada became one of the most important commercial harbors in Central America. Many important buildings were constructed in the city following the style of Spanish cities, which is why the well-preserved architecture here is so stunning. 
ITINERARY:
DAY 1: Leave San Jose in our private, air-conditioned bus around 7am for the border between Costa Rica and Nicaragua. We will stop at a beach in Guanacaste, such as Playa Hermosa or Playa del Coco, to enjoy some beach time. We will spend one night here. No meals included. 
DAY 2: We will wake up early to eat breakfast and then continue our journey. We will cross the border and then stop in the town of Masaya. This town is famous for the active volcano here. It also has a fabulous crafts market. Have a short tour of this town including time for shopping. Then we will visit the White Towns of Caterina, Diria, and San Juan del Oriente. At the Caterina lookout, you look over Laguna de Apoyo volcanic crater lake and the city of Granada. Next, we will stop at San Juan del Oriente, where you'll see a pottery making demonstration.  If you wish, you can buy some of the uniquely artistic, beautiful and inexpensive Nicaraguan pottery, priced at $8 and up.  Continue on to Granada. Upon arrival, Check into hotel in triple rooms.
DAY 3: After breakfast in our hotel, we will have a boat tour of some of the 365 islets that were formed after a volcanic eruption. From here, you have a beautiful view of the Mombacho Volcano. Afterwards, we will have lunch together, followed by a walking city tour to visit the cathedral, Palacio de Cultura and the Palacio Municipal. Overnight again here.
DAY 4: After breakfast, we will return to San Jose, Costa Rica. Overnight at a hotel near the airport.
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